
801 W. Artesia Blvd., Compton, CA 90220,877-232-0865 (Phone) 310-9004581 (Fax) 

May 3 t, 2002 

The H m a b l e  Jefky R u n s  M.D. 
Admidstraw 
National Highway T r a c  S a f e  Administration 
400 Sewnth Street S.W. 
Wasbingtm., DC 20590 

Dear Mr. Runge: 

I am Writing regarding the proposed PMVSS 139 that would replace W S S  109& thew 4 
proposed modifcation to FMVSS 119. 

Fitst, it is clear that &*ply tires will not be able to pass the proposed FMVSS 139 statx@-la t$& 

to the heat build up inherent in Was-p€y design. Thus, F W S S  139, as proposed, wiU eliminate4 
a11 b b p l y  D.O.T. approved tire production. Tbousaads of cox)mm, light truck hobbyists, 
mud racers, rock climbers, hunters, and even farmerrs will be dsprived of a perfectly safe bias-ply 
alternative to the radial tire. 
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Second, speciaity radial tires will became much m e  expensive and cost prohibitive for those 
same cotlsumas ifthe radial tire fix their vvorlr or hobby trucks must conhu totbe besting 
standardsmtheFMVSS 139anbthemdfiedWSS 1119. Thccosttoproduceandtesttbese 
radial tires will be so high that we wili again deprive the c o " e q  of a safe, " a b l y  priced 
tire. The manufacturers of these special bias a;tld radial tires will su& a loss of businesses, as 
well as small bushesses, distriikiutors, dealers, and a host of other ancillary and supporting 
industries SUfFering b u s  financial set backs and bankruptcies across the specialty tire market 

We agree with "TSA's  pmpos~l and tbe need fix i n m d  reporting and enhanced tire 
performaxlce requkmmts for the 287 million mass produced mass market light vehicle tires, 
however, thase proposed regulations would put an undue burden an the speciatty tire hduw, an 
hhtxy, that has an outstanding, unchallenged saf'ety record. This record alone calls into 
question the need fbr any changes m the present set of testing stadads. 

It is my position that the existing W S S  109 and 119 have served as the benchmartc fbr the 
developmeat and quality of speciality tires since lheir inception. The safety and quality levels our 
ptoducts enjoy are a ditrect result of these standards. We respecthtly request that the agency 
&exmine that these standards should be retamed for specialty, limited production tires as defined 
h NPRM Reporting of l[ndbnnatwn and Documents about Potential Defects-Dockt No. M-JTSA 
200 1-8677-Notice 2. Speciiical€y tires produced in quantities of less than 15000 per size and 
w- 

Scott Ward 
President, Pro Competition Tire Co. 


